Spencer Wells, the Life and Work of a Victorian Surgeon, by JoHN A. SHEPHERD, Edinburgh and London, E. & S. Livingstone, 1965, pp. 132, illus., 30s . The name of Spencer Wells is better known than that of almost any other surgeon. The reason for this is given in the very last sentence of this interesting biography-'In most operating theatres in Great Britain surgeons do not ask the sister for artery forceps but simply say "Spencer Wells"'. Yet the main achievement of this famous surgeon was not the invention of an artery forceps (for in fact he did but modify the form of the forceps) but 
